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TOURETTE SYNDROME FOUNDATION OF CANADA  - EDMONTON CHAPTER 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy 2012! This already looks like a busy year filled with fun things to do! As we are get-

ting this newsletter ready to go to the press, we are already in the thick of planning our 

annual fundraising gala with the Sunrise Rotary Club, the Annual General Meeting, the 

Trek and our summer camps.  The youth already started back to the winter session of their 

Friday teen nights and we are especially looking forward to spending a day with Dr. Dun-

can.  

Watch your e-mail and the website for details on our upcoming summer camps!  

Whether you are new to a diagnosis of TS or further along in your journey, we hope to be 

able to provide support, resources and a sense of community for those affected by TS. 

Dara Choy B.Ed, C.I.D.  - President, TSFC-Edmonton Chapter 

Help Build  

the Great Wall  
 

The Great Wall of Tics is 

the world‟s first online col-

lection of tics created 

entirely by people with TS 

around the world. It‟s truly 

a community project, 

and we need your help 

to make it grow. If you 

have a tic you‟d like to 

share or know someone 

who does, go to 

www.walloftics.org. It‟s 

really easy to take part: 

Just click on the Submit 

Your Tic button, enter a 

name and description for 

your tic, then click Submit.  

The TSFC – Edmonton Chapter seeks your help! We are always in need of volun-

teers to help gather donations for our Annual Planes, Trains and Auctionables 

Gala. The Gala helps us to fund all of our programs and services. If you or some-

one you know can make a donation of money, retail items, tickets etc. toward 

our Silent Auction, please contact the Edmonton Chapter. We are also in need of 

people who can make phone calls and/or pick up donations from donors. 

 

Our chapter is operated solely by volunteers and your help is what helps build our 

services. If your child has received a bursary to attend the summer camps/teen 

programs, national conference or a school inservice; please consider donating 

an hour or two or finding a donation so we can continue to offer these services to 

future children.   

THE ANNUAL …. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

It is that time again to 

take care of a little busi-

ness, but who says we 

can‟t have a little fun?  

 

We will be meeting Febru-

ary 1st at King Edward 

Academy in the meeting 

room on the 2nd floor, 

North Entrance, 100 St. 

and 86 Ave. Please join us 

at 7:00 p.m. for a meet 

and greet featuring ap-

petizers and beverages, 

followed by some short 

business (elections and 

introductions). This will also 

be a fantastic way to 

meet other families and 

gather information about 

our organization. 

 

We are sad to be bidding 

farewell to a couple of 

our long term executive 

members who have com-

pleted their terms. The 

excellence of their work 

will be  very missed. We 

are pleased to announce 

that we will be welcoming 

a few more familiar faces 

to our board. 

 

We still have many posi-

tions available. Should 

you be looking to pick up 

some volunteer  hours or 

wish to join a truly good 

cause by being on our 

board, please contact 

the chapter. 

 

We want to encourage 

members to join us and so 

we will be having a draw 

for a special prize pack-

age for those who attend 

valued at over $50. 

  

GALA Volunteers and donations NEEDED! 

http://www.walloftics.org/
http://www.walloftics.org/
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Mark your calendars, be-

cause the date has 

been set! The 2012 Na-

tional Conference will be 

held in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia Thursday, October 

11th to Saturday, Octo-

ber 13th at the Ramada 

Plaza Park Place Hotel 

(located in Dartmouth). 

The conference hasn‟t 

been held on the east 

coast since 2008 in St. 

John‟s, NL, so excitement 

is in the air. This is a 

golden opportunity for 

children, youth, parents, 

other family members, 

adults, educators and 

more to learn about TS 

and its associated condi-

tions, network with oth-

ers, and share a powerful 

experience, the benefits 

of which will last for years 

to come. Check out the 

National Conference 

e v e n t  p a g e  a t 

Tourette.ca in the future 

for further details as they 

become available. 

 

Due to the support of 

generous donors, the 

Edmonton Chapter will 

again be able to offer a 

limited number of YOUTH 

BURSARIES to help chil-

dren/youth attend with 

their families. For our chil-

dren and youth with TS, 

one of the most impor-

tant sources of support 

can be found among 

peer groups who come 

together at the confer-

ence each year. Inter-

acting in a controlled, 

safe environment with 

other individuals who 

share similar yet unique 

experiences can be a 

rare and invaluable ex-

perience. For some, it is 

the beginning of the re-

alization that they are 

NOT ALONE with the day 

to day issues of living with 

TS or its associated disor-

ders. And the bonus is 

that GREAT FRIENDSHIPS 

can be formed over the 

course of the confer-

ence! Please email  the 

chapter  to request an 

application. 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVLEGES 
 

 

Why Should I Become A Member? 

 

1. In order to gain recognition and funding for TS-related projects from the government and other influential 

entities, membership numbers must be high enough to demonstrate the country‟s need and desire for TS 

action. 

 

2. Your membership dollars enable the TSFC to distribute information, develop critical resources and provide 

telephone and email support to those in need. 

 

3. By joining you receive our quarterly newsletter, newsletters from your local chapter, email bulletins, discounts 

on TSFC materials, a special rate for conferences and other events, a vote on business issues at the annual gen-

eral meeting, and the warm feeling that you are helping others living with TS. 

 
Annual Membership rates: (Calendar year - January 1st through December 31st) 

 Individual membership - $35.00 (One person/1 vote) 

 Family membership - $50.00 (Five family members/2 votes) 

 

2012 NATIONAL CONFERENCE –HALIFAX 

INSERVICES 

Teaching is a huge under-

taking and most teachers 

have a desire to truly 

make a difference in their 

students‟ lives. School is 

not just about teaching 

reading and writing, but 

also in teaching the un-

spoken rules of building 

and maintaining relation-

ships. Concepts that are 

often difficult skills for kids 

with T.S. to master which 

affects the quality of their 

experience at school.  

 

TSFC volunteers have 

been certified across 

Canada to conduct inser-

vices to schools, either 

within the classroom, or 

solely for the Educators 

and Administrators. If you 

are interested in having a 

speaker come out to your 

school, community group, 

club or workplace, please 

contact the chapter at:  

1-866-824-9764 

 

So, you've been to the 

doctor and they have told 

you your child has 

T o u ret t e  S ynd r om e .  

Y o u 'v e  re s ea rc hed , 

scheduled appointments, 

visited therapists, pharma-

cies and THE school. 

You've got it all under 

control.  So why do you 

feel overwhelmed or like 

you are the only person 

dealing with this?   

 

You are not alone.  There 

are others who have and 

still do feel like this.  Meet 

parents who understand 

what you are going 

through.  You will find sup-

port and access to re-

sources and information 

about Tourette Syndrome. 

 

STONY PLAIN  

PERC Building: 5413 - 51St.  

7pm to 9pm 

Tues Feb 21,  

Thurs Mar 15,  

Tues Apr 24,  

Thurs May 17, 

Tues June 19, 2012 

EDMONTON 

King Edward Academy 

2nd floor, North Entrance, 

100 St. and 86 Ave.  

7pm to 9pm. WEDNESDAYS 

Mar. 7,  

Apr. 4,  

May 2, 

June 6 

http://www.tng-mailer.com/link.php?M=2911942&N=1697&L=2192&F=H
http://www.tng-mailer.com/link.php?M=2911942&N=1697&L=2192&F=H
http://www.tourette.ca/TSEdChapter@tagline.cc
http://www.tourette.ca/TSEdChapter@tagline.cc
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CORN MAZE ADVENTURE 

On October 2, 2011, the 

Edmonton Chapter-TSFC 

sponsored a Corn Maze 

Adventure.  It was drizzling 

outside and the tempera-

ture was a bit cool.  Thir-

teen people attended this 

activity.  It was a small but 

enthusiastic crowd. The 

bonfire, used to cook the 

hotdogs, kept everyone 

warm.  As always, there 

was more than enough 

food for this active group.  

 

The children enjoyed the 

„bouncy thing‟ and climb-

ing the haystacks while 

waiting to go into the 

maze.  The farm animals 

also kept the children and 

youth entertained.    The  

 

children and youth raced 

through the corn maze a 

few times.  The photo 

shows a few of the youth 

posing before they went 

into the maze.  It was 

really nice for the children 

and youth to connect 

with other youth who un-

derstand Tourette!   

 

Consider attending the 

next Edmonton Chapter-

social function. Your child 

will probably make some 

life-long friends!   

 

Submitted by: 

Dayna Caruso 

In 2006, Jeff Polovick devel-

oped the idea of a fundraiser 

for the Edmonton Sunrise Ro-

tary Club and the Tourette 

Syndrome Foundation, Ed-

monton Chapter. The theme 

“Planes, Trains and Auction-

ables” relates to fun, adven-

ture and travel.   

 

This year, the Gala will be 

held at the fabulous West 

Edmonton Mall Fantasyland 

Hotel on Thursday, March 22, 

2012. Last year entertain-

ment included Celtic danc-

ers from the Scoil Rince Ma-

honey of St. Albert and auc-

tioneer Danny Hooper. This 

year will again prove to be 

an extraordinary evening 

featuring a gourmet meal 

and plenty of small and large 

things to bid on. 

 

The luck of the Irish was with 

the last year‟s winner of a 

vacation to Ireland‟s Ashford 

Castle and Dublin, Ireland. 

Other auction items included 

a getaway to Greece, a trip 

on the Rocky Mountaineer, a 

vacation at an Okanagan 

Resort and vacations to the 

Grand Cayman Islands. For 

those wishing to stay closer 

to home, many auction items 

and local experiences were 

available to bid on with pro-

ceeds going to help fund the 

summer camps for kids with 

T.S. and the chapter‟s activi-

ties. 

 

Thank you very much to all 

who donate, attend and/or 

volunteer. We can‟t do it 

without you! 

 

Tickets will be available in 

February. Please contact the 

chapter if you are interested 

in purchasing tickets and 

supporting a great cause! 

7th  Annual Planes, Trains 

and Auctionables. 

SUMMER BBQ! 

The summer BBQ in Au-

gust was an awesome 

success!  About forty of us 

met at Rotary Park in 

Stony Plain where we 

chowed down on a 

healthy meal of hotdogs 

cooked to perfection by 

William Choy, chips, 

cookies and pop!  Next 

year. we will remember 

the tongs!  The kids had 

fun playing giant bowling 

and blowing bubbles.  

Others chose to kick a 

soccer ball around, draw 

with some chalk or climb 

on the playground.  The 

weather was great and 

many of us visited the 

Farmer's Market in the 

parking lot.  We all got 

the opportunity to meet-

new people and catch 

up with old friends.   

 

Thanks to those of you 

who travelled in to join us 

from out in the country or 

in the big city!  Events like 

the BBQ are opportunities 

for parents to network 

with each other and for 

the kids to just relax and 

be kids with each other 

instead being of the kid 

with TS.                 

Submitted by: 

Janis Murphy 

We look  

forward to 

 meeting  

you 

 at the next  

event! 
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TSFC EDMONTON  

CHAPTER 
 

Mailing Address: 

Box 4136 

Station South Cro. 

Edmonton AB T6E 4T2 

 

Phone: 

1-866-824-9764 

 

Email: 

TSEdChapter@tagline.cc 

 

Website: 
ww.tourette.ca/chapters_ed

monton.php 

 

TICTALK NEWSLETTER 

This newsletter was pro-

duced for the Edmonton 

Chapter of the Tourette 

Syndrome Foundation of 

Canada. Anyone wishing to 

make suggestions or com-

ments about the content or 

if you would like to contrib-

ute an article to the news-

letter, please contact us. 

The Canadian Government Wants Your Input. 
 

The Parliamentary Committee on Palliative and Compassionate Care is re-

questing stories and quotes from our community to include in their final report 

concerning “persons with disabilities, and the supports needed to make the 

lives of people with disabilities as active, independent, fulfilling and integrated 

with community and society as possible.” At the TSFC, while we strongly reject 

the idea that TS is an automatic disability, we nevertheless recognize that in 

certain cases, symptoms of the disorder do present enough challenges to the 

affected individual for it to qualify as one. If you would like to contribute to this 

landmark parliamentary report, please send an email to tsfc@tourette.ca in 

which you talk about the TS-related issues that affect you and/or your loved 

ones most. It may be as brief or as detailed as you 

wish. We will withhold your name so as to protect 

your identity. 

 

 

 

Get out your  walking boots!  The Trek for Tourette is back on March 25th!  This 

year's Trek will again be held in Spruce Grove beginning at the Spruce Grove 

Public Library.   

This year the TSFC is challenging all participants to meet or beat the $1000 

mark!  Think you have it in you?  The trek is an awesome way to not only raise 

money for the TSFC but to raise awareness in our community about Tourette 

Syndrome!  So spread the word!  Tell your neighbors, friends, co-workers, long-

lost relatives, the mailman, tell anyone who'll listen!  If they don't want to Trek, 

ask them to sponsor you!   

A Call For Participants In Study On The Impact Of Living With TS 

You‟re invited to participate in the LINC Study (The Everyday Ex-

perience of LIving with and Managing a Neurological Condition). 

This study is a collaboration of Neurological Health Charities of 

Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada. Researchers 

are looking for individuals to do a 60-90 minute survey online, on 

paper, or by phone. To be eligible, you must live in Canada and 

be 17 or older and have a neurological condition OR be a parent 

of a child (5-16 years) with a neurological condition. If you are interested please visit 

dal.ca/thelincstudy, call 1-855-462-6828 (toll-free), or email thelincstudy@dal.ca. Our Vision: 

  

“All people who have 

Tourette Syndrome will lead 

quality lives as accepted 

and valued members of an 

informed, tolerant society."  

mailto:tsfc@tourette.ca

